Imaging diagnosis of hepatocellular carcinoma with differentiation from other pathology.
Recent advances in liver imaging techniques and better understanding of imaging findings have facilitated the detection and characterization of hepatocellular nodules in a cirrhotic liver. It is important to recognize that various types of benign nodules and pseudolesions are identified on all imaging scans performed for the diagnosis of hepatocellular carcinoma. An accurate differentiation between them is critical for adequate management of cirrhotic patients. Unfortunately, any of the imaging tests and even percutaneous biopsy are not diagnostic for borderline lesions. Intimate collaboration of hepatologists, pathologists, surgeons, and radiologists with reasonable imaging and clinical criteria estimating the degree of malignancy is imperative.